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Warm-up activity

AONTAS 

Response during COVID-19 

Member Outreach

Group Discussion

Plenary Session



Warm-Up Activity



AONTAS the National Adult Learning 

Organisation

National Adult Learning Organisation in Ireland 

(Celebrated 50 years in 2019)

Advocate on behalf of 500 members nationwide 

 National Coordinator – European Agenda for Adult Learning (EAAL)

 Engaged in Erasmus+ KA1, KA2, KA3, and the European EaSI

Programme 

www.aontas.com

dlawless@aontas.com

http://www.aontas.com/
mailto:dlawless@aontas.com


• ‘The Coronavirus has caused the largest disruption to education 

in history impacting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 190 

countries’ (OECD, 2020, p.2).

• Over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, marginalised 

groups have unequivocally experienced an exacerbation of 
disadvantage. 

• A significant reduction in disadvantaged adults participating in 

education, particularly accredited programmes at the early 
levels of the National Framework of Qualifications. 

• Compared to 2019, in 2020 there was an average reduction of 

50% in QQI Major Awards attainment at NFQ level 1-4. 

52% of Travellers and Roma reported not 

having access to a laptop to complete 

their coursework. 68% also indicated they 

relied on a mobile phone for their learning. 

(AONTAS, 2020)



AONTAS’ Response

• Learners as Leaders

• Weekly webinars

• National FET Learner Forum – ‘COVID-19 Learner Survey’

• Mitigating Educational Disadvantage Working Group

• Communication Campaigns



Weekly Webinars



Weekly Webinars



Learners as Leaders

Part of the European Agenda for Adult Learning (EAAL)

Non-formal learner centred programme

 ‘Have a cup of Tea with AONTAS’ 

 ‘Black Lives Matter and Anti-Racism: What Does it Mean and 

What Can I Do?’

 Peer Mentoring programme

 Advocacy and Public Speaking

 Learner Stories





Reflective Journals  with 

Dublin Adult  Learning

Centre

Postcards with
WWETB Adult &  
Community
Education

Innovative Practice from AONTAS 

Members



Learning during COVID-19

Working as a Collective: The importance of including and listening to 

voices across the whole sector. 

Evidence for Advocacy: The importance of an evidence base in 

advocating for the needs of adult learners and the adult learning 

sector

Building Understanding: What do you mean by learner centred? What 

is your understanding of educational disadvantage? 

Building Capacity: Continuing to learn and grow. Share knowledge 

and resources. 



Group Discussions

1. What are the experiences of the participants when 

it comes to learner support? 

2. How do these experiences relate to the Irish 

examples?

3. What is needed to ensure learners support? 

4. What can improve it? What are the barriers?

Please select a 

representative to  

present your 

feedback to the 

main group



Plenary Session 

Learner Support during

COVID-19 

• Presentations from 

each group

• Conclusions and 

recommendations


