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More	than	half	a	million	of	adults		
(younger	and	older	adults)		

with	no	basic	competence	on	reading	or	wri@ng. 		
	

(Portugal	Census,	2011)	
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Na@onal	Plan	for	Adult	Literacy	(2018	-...???)	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
It	is	urgent!	
Par@cipatory	approach	
The	problem	of	literacy	is	a	social	issue.		
It	is	a	challenge	that	involves	everyone.	
The	 promo@on	 of	 literacy	must	 be	 integrated	 into	 a	
lifelong	learning	and	educa@on	perspec@ve.	
	
	
	



The	 promo@on	 of	 literacy	 is	 much	 more	 than	 reading	
and	wri@ng,	it	is	also	to	promote	ac@ve	ci@zenship.	
	



	

Learning	 to	 read	 and	 write	 is	 a	
dream	for	older	people.	
	

	
If	 they	 are	wai5ng	 for	
the	illiterate	to	die,	
at	 least	 make	 the	
p r ima r y	 s c hoo l	 a	
mortuary! 		

		
(Maria	Conceição,	84	y.)	

	
	
	



	

Learning	digital	 literacy	can	aUract	people	 to	other	
learning.	
	



	
The	social	dynamics	promoted	by	municipali@es,	
associa@ons,	 can	 give	 rise	 to	 opportuni@es	 for	
Adult	Educa@on	and	Training	
	
		



Materials,	 resources	 and	 learning	 objects	 specifically	 for	 adults,	
considering	 their	 diversity	 and	 specifici@es.	 Materials	 should	 be	
adequate	and	meaningful,	with	affec@ve	and	prac@cal	value,	based	
on	local	culture	and	life,	on	people's	daily	needs.	
	
	
Andragogic	approaches	must	be	posi@ve	and	must	start	from	what	
people	know.		
People	 should	 be	 valued,	 as	 well	 as	 their	 life	 stories,	 their	
knowledge,	working	with	them.	
	
Par@cipatory	methodologies,	based	on	sharing	and	linked	to	life.		
	
Communica@on	 strategies	 must	 be	 horizontal	 and	 informal.	
Interven@on	should	begin	with	ac@ve	listening.	
It	 is	 important	 to	 restore	 hope	 to	 educa@on	 and	 promote	 the	
Pedagogy	of	success.	



	

Specific	higher	educa@on	training	in	Adult	Educa@on	
Mul@disciplinary	teams	
Con@nuous	training	
Community	 of	 prac@ce	 and	 a	 network	 to	 share	
experiences,	resources	and	materials	



	
	
	

	
Sustainable	 and	 stable	 investment	 for	 sustainability	 and	
professionaliza@on	in	Adult	Educa@on	and	Literacy.	
	

Free	 access,	 accessibility,	 flexibility,	 diversifica@on	 and	
decentraliza@on	of	educa@onal	offerings.	
The	structures	must	ar@culate.	
	

From	 civil	 construc@on	 to	 civic	 construc@on	 policies,	 for	
the	promo@on	of	Lifelong	Learning	and	Educa@on!	
	
	



	
	
To	involve	municipali@es,	associa@ons,	social	ins@tu@ons,	
libraries,	 the	 Senior	 Universi@es	 and	 the	 leaders	 in	 the	
communi@es.	
	

The	availability	of	resources,	internet	access	and	physical	
mobility.	
	

Reconvert	primary	schools.	
	

Network	 of	 community	 social	 educa@onal	 workers	 –	
Municipal	Teams	of	A.E.	
	
	



	
	

	
Strategies	for	people	to	recognize	the	need	to	learn	and	that	the	training	
opportuni@es	are	aimed	at	all.	
	
Integrated	ac@on	of	the	educa@onal	and	social	areas.	
	
Replace	the	assistance	perspec@ve	with	an	empowering	perspec@ve.	
	
Resistance	 to	 par@cipa@on	 can	 be	 countered	 with	 warm	 informal	
environments.	
	

There	 is	 pressure	 on	 the	 results,	 exerted	 by	 and	 on	 the	 technicians,	 that	
undermines	the	educa@onal	opportunity.		
	

The	"class"	model	should	be	replaced	by	a	learning	community	logic	based	on	
proximity,	par@cipa@on,	sharing	and	informality.	
	

Cer@fica@on	should	value	acquired	knowledge.	



Challenges	
	
Coherent	and	ar@culated	strategy	of	Lifelong	Educa@on.	
	
Financing	that	allows	sustainability,	an	integra@ve	policy,	not	
fragmented,	that	promotes	collabora@on	and	not	compe@@on	
between	offers!	
	
Ar@cula@on	between	formal	Adult	Educa@on	offers	and	others.	
More	flexible,	integrated,	contextual,	par@cipatory	logic.	
	
Adult	Educa@on	behond	qualifica@on,	an	effec@ve	educa@on	for	
life,	not	only	for	work,	but	for	life,	for	everyone,	from	young	
adults	to	older	people.	
	



	
	

Decentralized	structures,	based	on	loca@on:	
greater	knowledge,	greater	proximity,	with	good	examples,	
involvement	among	peers,	mediators.	
	

Community	involvement	for:	greater	par@cipa@on	(par@cipants,	
team,	partners);	more	recogni@on	of	the	value	of	this	work.	
	

Discredit	of	the	value	of	investment	in	educa@on:	
elderly	people;	in	isola@on	contexts.	PEDAGOGY	OF	HOPE	
No	one	lef	behind!	EDUCATION	FOR	ALL.	
	

Condi@ons	that	facilitate	par@cipa@on,	access	and	success,	
eg	reconciling	work	and	family.	



	
BeUer	communicate	Adult	Educa@on:	
at	scien;fic	and	technical	level,	for	society	in	general	
Local,	regional,	na;onal	and	(why	not)	interna;onal	visibility:	
radio,	newspapers,	tv,	social	networks.	
	
	
Protagonism	to	the	protagonists	



“The	Power	and	Joy	of	Learning		(...)	
Adult	educa@on	can	help	change	lives	and	transform	socie@es	–		

it	is	a	human	right	and	common	good.”		
	

Manifesto	for	Adult	Learning	in	the	21st	century:	The	Power	and	Joy	of	Learning	
(EAEA,	2019)	



“promo@ng	the	hope	vested	in	educa@on	to	empower	adult	learners,	
restore	democracy,	build	a	more	just	society	and	improve	lives.”		

			 	 	 		 	 	 		 	 	 		 	 	 		 	 	 		 	 	 		(Presenta;on	of	the	Conference	ESREA,	2019)	



	

“Emergency”	Adult	Educa5on	in	Covid	19	5mes	
#LearningNeverStops	

	

	 	Limited	access,	great	risk	of	social	exclusion,	isola@on		
	Technology	/resistance,	inaccessibility,	low	digital	skills		
	 	Social	proximity	versus	physical	distance	
	 	Quick	reac@on,	collabora@on	and	solidarity	
	 	Resilience	and	transforma@on	
	 	Preven@on,	health,	compliance	with	safety	measures	
	 	Defense	from	domes@c	violence	
	 	Fight	fake	news	
	 	Avoid	scams	
	 	Focus	on	regular	educa@on	
	 	Instability	and	uncertainty	(learners	and	professionals)		
	 	Balance	fear	and	hope	

	
	

Rainbow	view	from	my	balcony,	Coimbra,	Portugal		



Support	Line	We	are	all	digital		
Communica5on	without	barriers	

	
	
	



A	cer@fica@on	session	at	the	EPATV	Qualifica	Center	



Emo@onal	and	Psychological	Support	



Spreading	the	friendship	virus	



	
	
	

Bridges,	Brussels	

We	need	to	build	new	bridges,		
to	turn	the	distance	less	distant	
	and	the	present	and	future		

less	frightening.		
		



	
	
	
	
	
	

In	these	trouble	waters,	“we	are	all	building,	while	sailing,	
the	ra1	that	will	take	us	all	to	a	good	port”.	
		

Emergency	Distance	Educa<on,	António	Dias	de	Figueiredo,	13/04/2020	

	
	
	

Nau	dos	Corvos/Crows	ship,	Peniche,	Portugal		


